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The Beacon

Jesus said, 'l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life’ (John 8.12).
He draws every person to himself to experience in him
unimaginable love, unconditional mercy, and peace which
flows from the heart. When we bask in that light long enough,
we become like him. He says to his disciples, 'You are the light
of the world’ (Matthew 5.14). We become like the 'light' and

7 Jesus sends us out to be the light for others, drawing them
closer to Christ through our own witness of life.
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We have come to understand that our new Family of Parishes' Vision and Core Values
serve as a Lighthouse of Jesus. He is using us as his humble servants and this simple
invitation: to call everyone to Christ. Each person is able to experience his life not only
in our present life, but also in eternal life.

Saint Patrick Parish, Lucan and Holy Family Parish, London (Lucan Northwest London
Catholic Family of Parishes) is obediently responding to Jesus' great commission ‘to
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching [all] to obey everything that [He] has
commanded’ (Matthew 28.19-20).

Come and allow yourselves to be drawn by Jesus, the Light. Find in him what you
can find nowhere else and in no one else. Come and see for yourselves!

What is The Beacon?

Jesus invites us to be Beacons of Hope. We do this by
sharing our stories of how we are being transformed
by encountering Jesus and the Holy Spirit. The Beacon
is how we are sharing the stories of transformation
from members of our community.

We are building a team of
talented and passionate

. . . people who have a desire to
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OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES PRAYER K

Heavenly Father, we praise and thank you for
bringing us together as a Family of Parishes, called
to be the light for the world.

We thank you for giving us a vision to become an
invitational community of disciple-making
disciples who have Jesus at the center of
everything we believe, say, and do.

May we rely on the Holy Spirit to inspire us to love
the Scriptures, to share our faith stories, to foster
right relationships, and to be warm-hearted.

We entrust our Family of Parishes to the care of
Our Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph —the Holy
Family— and Saint Patrick, as we work together to
bear witness to our core values and to become the
people you desire us to become.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy

Spirit, God forever and ever.

Amen.
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FROM THE PASTOR

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we embark upon a new year we are invited to continue our Faith Journey
-as individuals and as a community- to live, embrace, proclaim, and open
our hearts to the promptings and power of the Holy Spirit who reveals,
guides, and convicts all of us to be faithful to the Gospel values.

We are called to honour and cooperate with God’s Grace in our daily lives
and Lighthouse Living is our way. This Lighthouse journey and formation
reflects and embraces the foundational elements of the Gospel. Our five
Core Values are taken directly from the words and actions of our Saviour,
Jesus Christ!

Lighthouse Living has much to offer you and you have much to offer in
return! |

Peace,

T e (9%

FR. THOM BLONDIN, PASTOR
Saint Patrick, Lucan and Holy Family, London Parishes
Lucan Northwest London Catholic Family of Parishes

What is Lighthouse Living?
Lighthouse Living is choosing, by

personal decision, to place Jesus at the
center of your life through The
Lighthouse - accepting the Core Values
of The Lighthouse to become a
disciple-making disciple.



What is
THE LIGHTHOUSE?

Our Vision

Saint Patrick and Holy Family will become an invitational
community of disciple-making disciples who have Jesus
at the center of everything we believe, say, and do.

Our Core Values
Jesus calls us to be...

Warm-Hearted

We recognize every person as an image-bearer of God. By
joining people in their suffering and walking with one
another, we are mutually transformed by Christ’s love.

Spirit-Reliant

We are dependent on the Holy Spirit’s prompting and
direction - that we might respond more fully to Jesus’
mission to make disciples of all nations.

Scripture-Soaked

By taking time everyday with the Word of God we soak in
His Word and are better able to imitate the life of Jesus.
We do this because we want to know Jesus and what He
wants for our life.

Repentant

We believe in right relationship with God, others, and the
environment. This implies that we must own-up to our
wrongdoings, ask for forgiveness from God and those who
we’ve hurt, and do what we can to restore true peace.

Beacons of Hope

We want to be a lighthouse on a dark sea and lead souls to
the safety of Jesus, the Light. We do this by sharing our
stories of how Christ is transforming us.

wearelighthouse.ca/the-lighthouse
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BY FR. THOM BLONDIN

In Chapter 5 of Matthew’s Gospel, we hear Jesus telling his
disciples: “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill
cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all
in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory
to your Father in heaven.”

These words have resonated with me since my arrival at
Saint Patrick and Holy Family parishes. This call to be a light
for the world calls to mind Lighthouse Living that was
inaugurated in our Family of Parishes in the fall of 2023.

Lighthouse Living is our way of
responding to Jesus' mandate to
be a light for the world.

Our response to this call is found in the way we honour and
co-operate with God’s grace in our daily lives, by opening our
minds and hearts to the power and promptings of the Holy
Spirit, and by expanding our minds through the many
opportunities that help us to understand our faith and ignite
the language and knowledge to do so.

Yes, there are many ways with which we can answer the call
to be disciple-making disciples and Lighthouse Living is one
of them. | am so impressed and inspired with Lighthouse
Living that | have embraced it as my own over the last 17
months and | am so thankful for the leadership and vision of
your previous pastor, Fr. Remark. Truly Lighthouse Living has
been chosen for us! There is no doubt, this is the work of the
Holy Spirit who continues to lead, guide and nurture us.

Vol IV.Iss 2

We all have the responsibility of continuing
discernment of where and how the Holy Spirit is
leading us. Each of us has the gifts and charisms to
carry out the work of discipleship. There is not one
way to do this, but many! This is amazing! So many
ways to respond to the call of discipleship. As
pastor, | truly believe that Lighthouse Living is our
main way. Our core values of being Warm-Hearted,
Spirit-Reliant, Scripture-Soaked, Repentant and
Beacons of Hope are not new. Our Lord exemplified
these, and we have simply identified them in a way
that helps us to fit into them and embrace them,
leading us into being disciple-making disciples who
have Jesus at the center of everything we believe,
say and do.

Be sure, there will never be a time that we will be
able to say, “We made it” or “it is finished.” Being a
mission-oriented church, which is our basic calling,
there is always more to embrace, love, learn, seek,
ignite and let go.

Please join us and come and see how
the Holy Spirit will work in your life.

| invite you to learn more about Lighthouse
Living at a three-part information series at Holy
Family Parish from 7:00 to 8:30pm on
Wednesday, January 21, February 4, and 25. |



3-part Info Series
Wednesday, January 21, 2026
and February 4 and 25

7:00pm-8:30pm
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BY ERWIN FUNG

In my younger years as a Catholic, | did not know what it
meant to be a disciple. | heard the words said by our priests
and church leaders, and thought it was equivalent to being a
follower of Jesus, someone who goes to church, or someone
who “believes.” Little did | know that there is so much more
to life than this. And even the Christian life!

As a young adult, | was faith-filled and was blessed to have a
vibrant youth and young adult ministry community — both
at the parish and through diocesan ministry. But there was
still something missing. Even as | served in youth ministry at
my parish, | thought that being a disciple was being Catholic
— having a faith and believing in Jesus and going to church
— and that evangelization was the work of the
“professionals” (priests, clergy, staff, missionaries).

I quickly learned that as a Catholic, | have a responsibility to
be a disciple — to follow Jesus and respond to his command
to make disciples of all nations (cf. Mattthew 28). | also
learned that evangelization is more than just preaching on a
street corner, or mere action (living out the Christian faith
and being a good person, serving others, etc.).
Evangelization is the sharing of the message of the Gospel —
that God loves us, he died for us to redeem and reconcile our
relationship with the Father. It requires action and words. It
can be simplified to sharing how my encounter with Jesus
has transformed my life; how | have experienced Him and his
love for me. How can | not share such good news!

How can I not share such good news!

That’s what The Lighthouse is: our response to Jesus’
invitation and command to make disciples of all nations —
to be disciple-making disciples.

*from The Lighthouse - Core Value of Beacons of Hope
% from The Lighthouse - Vision Statement

We want to help others see the Light of Christ. We
want to be a lighthouse on a dark sea and lead
souls to the safety of Jesus, the Light'.

Often we hear the ‘fears’ of evangelization: the fear
of judgement, fear of not knowing enough, fear of
rejection. These are all very valid fears and excuses
why we don’t evangelize. | am here to tell you that i
experienced these fears too! But | now know that it
is not | that is the agent of evangelization. It is
through the power of the Holy Spirit and the will of
the Father, that | am able to evangelize — to share
the Good News of the love of Jesus and his
redemption for us.

Let us help you; equip and support you for the
Mission: to be disciple-making disciples, who have
Jesus at the center of everything you believe, say,
and do>. .
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“invite, welc ome and lead our Lighthouse formation

process as our groups have grown from one to four.
‘ With Jesus at the center of my life, the five values =
have become a natural part of my daily living and |
try to live them as best | can. When | am tired and
e . . " feel | have nothing more to give, | think of the
Stir into flame the gift of God that you have. Lighthouse, what it means to me and what it can
- 2 Timothy 1.6 mean to others. Then, together with the Holy Spirit,

I carry on joyfully.

BY BARB PRESTON

Have you ever felt the desire to stir up the waters? To make a
difference to your own life, or the life of others around you, Family of Parishes comprises many different

oroutin the community? rich ethnicities and cultures. Lighthouse belongs to

. . all! It is who we are to others; how we relate to
Four years ago, the Holy Spirit put upon Fr. Bob's heart the others; it is for all those in ministries and those who
need for radical change to revive and rejuvenate our Catholic . ot part of any ministry.

faith. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, he provided us with a vision

that would, slowly but surely, ignite anew the flame of the 144 brightness of the light that shines forth depends
Holy Spirit within the hearts of its parishioners. The vision on us, the parishioners. How well do we 'do’

that calls us all to be disciple-making disciples and to live Lighthouse Living? If we share our love of Jesus with
with Jesus at the very center of our lives became The others, we will accomplish our life-giving mission

Lighthouse. and call to become disciple-making disciples.

“The Holy Spirit uses our hearts; then our  Many hands make light work. All these many hands
minds confirm it.” coming together make the light of our Lighthouse
- Fr. Bob (Remark)  burn ceaselessly, strongly, and more boldly and
brightly with each passing day.
Under the leadership and dedication of Fr. Thom, the
Lighthouse has continued to grow. All of us sitting in the ~ How do we do that? Are we an invitational
pews are called to action through living the five Lighthouse =~ community? Do we have Jesus at the center of

Living (core) values of becoming Warm-Hearted, Scripture- ~ our lives? Are we disciples bringing others to
Soaked, Spirit-Reliant, Repentant, and Beacons of Hope. know and love Jesus?
By living these simple values: Perhaps you've noticed the large Lighthouse

* We are emboldened to reach beyond our walls to those ~ banner hanging on the wall in the narthex? I
who do not know of the love, mercy and compassion of ~ €ncourage you to read it.

Jesus, and endeavour to bring them into a personal .
relationship with Him. Do you ever wonder about the Lighthouse logo

* We are encouraged to reach out to those who have  hanging at the ambo? Why do we recite our
become lukewarm and fallen away from the faith (many ~ Family Prayer at the beginning of our Masses?

in our own families). Have you heard of our Lighthouse Examen?
e We support each other, wherever we are, on our own )
faith journeys. To hear the answers to these questions, learn more

about The Lighthouse (vision and values) and hear
Every baptized person is called to respond to God's presence ~ awesome stories from parishioners, we invite you to
within them by utilizing the unique gifts we have been  attend our Lighthouse Reveal (3-part info series)
blessed with. When | was asked to coordinate The Lighthouse ~ Each session builds on each other, so you will want
(formation process) in 2021, | knew we were embarking on o attend all three. (see page 8)
an adventure. | felt drawn by the Holy Spirit to give it my all,
and | can only say that the experience has been We are all the ‘Who’ of Lighthouse

transformational for me. Living, stirring up the waters!

| felt drawn by the Holy Spirit to give it my all, We pray you will help our Lighthouse vision become
and | can only say that the experience has a far-reaching reality and bear much fruit for Jesus,
H 1
10 been transformational for me. our Saviour!
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When | was invited to join the Lighthouse initiative five
years ago, | hesitatingly responded with a ‘yes’ as |
didn't think | needed another program to get closer to
God. | already had a personal relationship with Jesus.
Many years ago | decided to follow Jesus and since then
with the power of the Holy Spirit my life has changed
(from head to heart).

| needed to intentionally
respond to Christ's mission

However Lighthouse Living has taught me that | had
not fully responded to God's invitation to mission. |
needed to intentionally respond to Christ's mission. |
have shared my story with others many times, but | had
not intentionally gone out as a disciple to make
disciples. He has called us to be "fishers of men" (cf.
Matthew 4.19) and to "go make disciples." (cf. Matthew
28.20)

Lighthouse living is not a program,
it's a way of life

Lighthouse living is not a program, it's a way of life. |
have intentionally decided to not only know Jesus, but
have given him permission to change me. It's tough
sometimes, and the old self leads me down the easy
road. So | fall, but have learned to get up because He is
merciful. As we take the first step, the Holy Spirit will
guide and carry us through. During our discipleship
formation, | received a better understanding of my
Catholic faith through the study and deep discussions
we had at our tables. Listening to others' stories
attentively, before sharing our own is important when
reaching out to others.

Volunteers offer their time and service according to
when it is convenient. Serving in any ministry has taken
on a new meaning. As a disciple of Jesus, | serve God
because of what He has done and does for me! In church
or outside | try to focus on others and share God's love,
as He gives me the grace to do so.

In our Family of Parishes, we have seen lives
transformed, a joy among our parishioners that is warm
and contagious. Some have shared that they have
experienced profound freedom as they have relied on
the Holy Spirit in their lives. Others have said, even
though their lives have been messed up, they have
found forgiveness through repentance.

You will feel the warmth and love of God, as you enter
and leave our parish. After our New Year's Eve Mass, one
of our team members from hospitality brushed off the
snow from all the cars parked in the reduced-mobility
parking spots. That is being warm-hearted.

Every group/ministry meeting starts with Lectio Divina
(divine reading - praying and reflecting on Scripture). We
are learning to not only study the Bible but to permit
God's Word to soak us. One can find Bibles in every
meeting room in our two parishes. Our Life Groups have
grown as people appreciate you can get lost in a large
parish and feel the need for small groups to form
relationships, pray, learn and grow in their faith. They
share their stories offering hope to each other.

Will you consider becoming a disciple-making
disciple? |

1
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When we think of a lighthouse, it is likely standing tall on a
rocky shore — steadfast, shining through fog, wind and
darkness. It doesn’t move with the waves; it is firmly
anchored and shines so others may find their way. Now,
consider how that steady light is focused through the lenses
of glass and provides guidance in good and bad times.

Some three years ago, we began a journey, a process of
Lighthouse Living and we were commissioned last Pentecost
as “disciple-making disciples.” The process of using the
Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO) faith study books was
long: more than two years, with five faith studies, titled:
Discovery, Source, Growth, Trust, and Commission.

The faith studies and gatherings are spread out in a way that
can fit many lifestyles and meant for all adult parishioners. It
may seem a large commitment, and it is, but it’s also an
investment in yourself, your faith journey and your faith
enrichment that rewards you and impacts those around you
as you live out the Core Values and nurture faith in others.

For us the time spent has been very fruitful and life-
changing. As a couple we engage freely in discussions of
many varied faith topics, share online tips and resources and
have an enhanced prayer and faith life as a couple as well as
individually.

Lighthouse Living to us is living a life
that reflects the light of Christ, guiding
others safely toward Him through our
love, faith, and daily actions.

The lens of Lighthouse Living lets you see the good, those in
need and brings you oh so close to the Holy Spirit that
sometimes you are just aglow from the energy. Living with
Lighthouse Living —living out the Core Values— each day
brings a positive and beautiful light to our world. Even our
troubles are eased by the trust established through the Core
Values: Warm-Hearted, Beacons of Hope, Spirit-Reliant,
Scripture-Soaked, and Repentant.

All with “Jesus at the center of everything we do and say.”

 from our Vision statement

Warm-Hearted: with
Compassion
A lighthouse shines for everyone — the lost, the

struggling, the weary.

Shining

To be Warm-Hearted means to live with
compassion, kindness and empathy. It's about
reflecting the heart of Jesus by noticing people,
listening and loving without conditions.

Practical ways that we live Warm-Hearted:
¢ Offer a kind word or prayer for someone in need
¢ Lead with grace rather than judgment
¢ Being present — your warmth might be the only
light someone sees that day

Spirit-Reliant: Fueled by the Holy
Spirit

A lighthouse cannot shine without oil in its lamp or
power to its light.

Our fuel is the Holy Spirit — our guide, comforter
and strength.

Being Spirit-Reliant means surrendering our will to
God’s will, listening for His voice and allowing the
Spirit to empower us daily.

We practise Spirit-Reliance by:
e Starting each day in prayer, asking the Spirit to
lead our steps
¢ Being sensitive to prompts to serve, speak, or
wait
¢ Trusting God’s timing, even when it differs from
our own




Scripture Soaked: Anchored in Truth

A lighthouse is built on solid rock — it must not shift with the
tides.

For us, that rock is God’s Word.

To be Scripture-Soaked is to let the Word shape our thinking,
language and decisions.

Becoming Scripture Soaked we:
¢ Read and meditate on Scripture routinely
e Let Bible truths influence our responses, not just our
opinions
e Share verses that have shaped our journey — let others
see how the Word transforms us

Repentant: Keeping the Light Bright

When the glass of a lighthouse becomes foggy or dirty, the
light can’t shine clearly. In the same way, we know that sin
and pride can dim our ability to reflect God’s light.

Repentance means continually realigning ourselves with God
— not out of guilt, but out of love and humility.

Living Repentantly we:

« Invite God to reveal areas that need change

e Confess, turn and walk in renewed grace

¢ Remember — repentance restores clarity, it is not

condemnation

Beacon of Hope: Guiding Through
Darkness
The purpose of a lighthouse is to offer direction and hope
when the night seems overwhelming.

We, too, are called to be Beacons of Hope — pointing others
toward Jesus even when things seem to be so
overwhelming.

To be a Beacon of Hope, we:
¢ Speak words that uplift rather than discourage
¢ Share testimonies of God's faithfulness
¢ Live with joy and peace that we hope can draw others
toward the source of hope — Christ — guiding them
safely to the shore of His presence.

2 Saint Catherine of Siena Institute - Called and Gifted™ Discernment Process

Jesus is at the Center: He is The
True Light

All these values exist because of Jesus — the Light of
our World.

Without Him, our lighthouse is dark and powerless.
With Him at the center, everything aligns: our
purpose, our peace, and our witness.

With Jesus is at the center of our lives we find:
¢ Love flows naturally
¢ Hope never fades
e Our light is steady and true, no matter the storm

Keep the Light Shining

To live out Lighthouse Living we have chosen to:
 Stay close to the Source of Light
 Reflect His love to others
¢ Recognize and treasure “God” moments, just
finally seeing those moments is a blessing
indeed
¢ Keep our lamps trimmed and burning

Our journey did not end at the commissioning
(Pentecost 2025); we have the opportunity to work
within our parish community in several ministries
along with the Lighthouse Disciple-making
Formation Process, but also we were led through a
process to discern on charisms®. Through that
discernment, we understand more clearly how and
why God brought us together first as a young couple
in love, to marriage and raising our children, caring
for sick and elderly parents, sharing a business
together for more than 30 years and all the time
being so much in love and trust of each other. Our
charisms are not shared but dovetail to make our
life together so much more complete.

Please consider the Lighthouse and Lighthouse
Living. Let your life be the lighthouse through
which others see the love, truth, and grace of
Jesus — guiding them safely to the shore of His
presence. |
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INTERPRETIVE KEY TO OUR
FAMILY OF PARISHES LOGO

The cosmic Christ shines Symbols of Jesus as
throughout the universe to the Alpha and Omega,
every land and to every T the Beginning and

End of all, sit on top
of the Lighthouse.

person.

The gold band reminds
us of our ‘Communion
in Christ’ embracing
Saint Patrick &

Holy Family Parishes.\
It also speaks to us of

the gift of the
Eucharist.

The stripes on the
Lighthouse refer

. to the formation
path of disciples
- up toward
Christ. The path
equips the saints
‘ for ministry.

[N\

Turbulent seas surround the base
of the Lighthouse, never to be
overcome by them.

The base of the Lighthouse is open.
Everyone is invited to enter on the path
of encounter and formation as disciples.

Jesus is the light of the world, reaching out first
to those who have not yet encountered Jesus Christ; second,
to those whose Christian faith has grown cold or who are lost;
and finally, to those who struggle to live faith wholeheartedly.

Jesus is our Light, our Lighthouse.

wearelighthouse.ca
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PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR MISSION

GIVING AT
SAINT PATRICK

WAYS TO GIVE

GIVING AT
HOLY FAMILY

WAYS TO GIVE

For all the ways to support, please go to
\ the Giving page on our website.

LEARN MORE HERE

niirll

We want to support you in prayer

ONLINE PRAYER MINISTRY

Submit your prayer
requests on line or email
them to stp.hfp@dol.ca

Vol IV.Iss 2

OURFAMILYTEAM

CHRISTINA BAHATI
Praise and Worship Leader

cbahati@dol.ca

Fr. THOM BLONDIN* (ext #228)
Pastor
tblondin@dol.ca

JOHN FERREIRA (ext #261)
Building & Property Coordinator
jferreira@dol.ca

BERT DAMEN
Caretaker
stpatlucan@dol.ca

ROSALIE DIAS
Music Leader
rdias@dol.ca

TIM FIRTH* (ext #224)
Mission Support Team Lead

tfirth@dol.ca

ERWIN FUNG* (ext #258)
Discipleship Formation Team Lead

efung@dol.ca

CLAUDETTE McLEOD (ext #222)
Part-time Admin Assistant
cmcleod@dol.ca

LORRAINE MOIR*
Senior Leadership Team

EMER MONTARNO
Organist
emontano@dol.ca

BARB PRESTON*
Senior Leadership Team

bpreston@dol.ca

TINA RENAUD (ext #229)
Bookkeeper

trenaud@dol.ca

DEACON VICTOR SALAZAR
vsalazar@dol.ca

Fr. MATTHEW SAWYER* (ext #226)
Associate Pastor
msawyer@dol.ca

JANET TOOHEY (ext #229)
Bookkeeper
jtoohey@dol.ca

DEACON JIM VAN LANEN
jvanlanen@dol.ca

CHRIS WALDEN (ext #265)
Coordinator of Digital Media
cwalden.vol@dol.ca

KELLY WILSON (ext #201)
Office Administrator

hfparish@dol.ca

LORETTA WILSON*
Senior Leadership Team
Ilwilson@dol.ca

Fr. STEVE WLUSEK (ext #21)
Associate Pastor
swlusek@dol.ca

LISA WRIGHT* (ext #266)
Sacramental Preparation Coordinator
Iwright@dol.ca

RACHAEL WRIGHT
Communications Support Assistant

rwright@dol.ca

* Senior Leadership Team advises and helps the pastor create long-term goals based
on the Family of Parishes’ vision (The Lighthouse)

If you are new to Lucan Northwest London
Catholic Family of Parishes - Saint Patrick, Lucan
and Holy Family, London, please take a moment
and click here for more information, or call the
Parish offices: Saint Patrick at 519.227.4726 x20,
or Holy Family at 519.472.0057 x201.

Please visit our website (under Worship > Mass Intentions) to see our Mass Intentions for the Week and Weekday Mass Schedule.
Updates, including funerals, will be posted there.

519.227.4726

: | &
Saint Patrick ‘ B stpatlucan@dol.ca

519.472.0057
hfparish@dol.ca

Holy Family ‘ .
~]

To meet the Team, please click
here or scan the QR-code

= 1

Stay connected with us -
sign up with Flocknote!

wearelighthouse.ca
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